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55 Stuart Street, Toowoomba  Ph : (07) 46 384808  Email: secretary@toowoombabridgeclub.com.au                                       

                     

 
 October 2025                                                                                                                                   Ed: Glenys Clift  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

The AGM has come and 

gone and there are a 

couple of new faces on the 

Management Committee – 

welcome to Ann, 

Rosemary, Stephan, Kathy 

and also to Chris who is 

returning after a short stint 

on the side-lines. 

 

 Also, the King’s Congress has been run 

and won - another great success – thanks to 

Ngaire, Chris Michele, Deb and all others 

who assisted. As the calendar year draws to 

a close, we now look forward to Melbourne 

Cup Day and then the Christmas Party. So 

roll up to these events for some great social 

fun and some enjoyable bridge. 

Happy bridging, 

Greg Munck 

El Presidente’ 

 

Management Committee 2024-2025 

President           Greg Munck 

Vice President         

Secretary         Kathy Duke                

Treasurer                 Marie Steger 

Committee            Chris Snook 

      Ken Orange 

                                  Suzanne Brazier 

                                  Trevor Henderson 

                                  Ann Williams 

                                  Rosemary Goodsell 

                                  Stephan Nugent 

                                  Helen Holmes 

Office Holders 

Grounds Maint.        Margaret Tucker 

Purchasing Officer   Ken Orange  

Teaching Co-ord      David Roberts  

MP Secretary           Chris Snook 

Tenancy                    Bruce Hinchliffe 

Librarian                  Gretchen Graf 

Recorder                   Ian Jesser 

Chief Tournament     

Director            Chris Snook  

Welfare Officer       Julie Pigdon 

Building Maint.       Terry Sheedy 

Office Manager        Stephan Nugent 

Congress Convenor  

 

TOOWOOMBA BRIDGE CLUB 

2025 ANNNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
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2025 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standing:  

Trevor Henderson, Ann Williams, President Greg Munck, Secretary Kathy Duke, Ken 

Orange  

Sitting:  

Rosemary Goodsell, Chris Snook, Sue Brazier, Stephan Nugent, Treasurer Marie Steger  

(Missing Helen Holmes)  

 

Congratulations & thank you. 

 

The meeting was chaired by President Greg Munck, assisted by Ngaire Wills and 

Trevor Henderson. There were 45 members who attended, and another 45 members 

sent their apologies. Special mention needs to be made for those retiring committee 

members, Michele Alroe who liaised with the Catereing Sub-committee, Kerry 

Brown who took over the role of Welfare Officer when Julie Pigdon was not 

available, Henry Eastment and in particular Ngaire Wills who as well as being Vice 

President, also took on the roles of Membership Secretary and Congress Convenor.  
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TOOWOOMBA BRIDGE CLUB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Meet our new Committee 

 
Greg Munck 

This will be Greg’s third year as President.   Greg first went on Committee in 

2016 and since then has also fulfilled the role of Treasurer for 6 years.  Thanks 

Greg   

 

 

 

Trevor Henderson 

Trevor first went on Committee in 2017, was President for 3 years, and 

Secretary for 2 years, Thanks Trev. 
 

 

 

 

Marie Steger 

Marie first went on Committee in 2022 and has been Treasurer for the last 2 

years.  Thank you, Marie. 

 

 

 

 

Chris Snook 

Chris first went on Committee in 2002, took on the role of Masterpoint Secretary 

after Col Martin died in 2006 and has continued this role to this day.  Was 

President for 3 years, Congress Convenor for 5 years and has been involved in 

the teaching since 2018.   Chris also qualified as a National Tournament Director 

Level 2 in 2022 and has run our congresses since 2007 after he qualified as a 

Tournament Director.   Thank you, Chris.  

 

Sue Brazier 

Sue went on Committee in 2003 and has been Minutes Secretary for the last 2 

years.  Thank you, Sue, 
 

 

 

 

 

Ken Orange 

 

Ken went on Committee in 2023 and has taken on the role of Purchasing 

Officer. Ken also was in charge of promotion and distribution of the book A 

History of Toowoomba Bridge Club. Thank you, Ken.  
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TOOWOOMBA BRIDGE CLUB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Meet our new Committee 

(The following members have joined the Committee for the first time) 
 

 

Kathy Duke 

Kathy joined the Bridge Club in 2022 and has since become a valued member of the 

Tournament Committee.  Kathy.is a qualified Australian and American Bridge 

Director and is also an accredited Bridge Trainer with the Australian Bridge 

Federation (ABF). Kathy has also developed and conducted Bridge training sessions 

for our club members, both face to face and online.  Thank you, Kathy. 
 

 

Stephen Nugent 

Stephen joined the Bridge Club in 2021.  At the time of joining, he was still 

working at St Andrews as an ICU nurse and no doubt. is still a Collingwood 

supporter. Stephen took on the role as Office Manager for the TBC in 2025, Thank 

you, Stephen,     
 

 

 

 

Ann Williams  

Ann moved to Toowoomba in 2021, joined the bridge club in 2024 and plays 

bridge with her sister, Rosemary Goodsell. Ann has worked in admin with airport 

security prior to retirement, which I am sure would have been very interesting.  

Thank you, Ann., 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosemary Goodsell 

Rosemary joined the bridge club in 2024 and prior to retirement was a teacher. 

Rosemary and her husband moved to Toowoomba nearly 47 years ago.  Thank 

you, Rosemary. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Holmes 

 

Helen joined the bridge club in 2001.  She is a regular reserve player on call for tournaments and is 

also a stand-in partner for many of the other sessions. This is her first time on Committee. Thank 

you, Helen.  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report for the month ended 30 September 2025 

Welcome aboard to our new and returning committee members.  I look 

forward to working together to make our club the best it can be. 

Cash Flow for the month of September shows an increase of $8,939 

due partly to receipt of Congress entry fees, with Congress expenses 

paid in October. 

 

Current Assets Held:- 

• Heritage Bank General Account - $9,955.90 

• Online Saver S26 Account - $11,952.68 

• Term Deposit – 4 months @ 4.15% - matures on 27th December - $70,000 

• MyABF - $24,414 

 

Table fees collected in September $7,699.     

Have fun while building excellence in bridge. 

Marie  



Toowoomba Bridge Club October 2025 Newsletter Page  7 

 

Tuesday Bridge Days 
 

For the past month we have been running a Bridge session on Tuesdays between 

10am and 2pm. This session is designed to allow players to have more time to play 

each board and to meet other members of the club. With extra time provided for a 

lunch break you can have a chat and get to know your fellow club members.  

 

The other duplicate sessions we offer are more time restricted (with the Monday and 

Wednesday afternoon sessions being especially busy). And you do not need a 

partner for this session – simply email Kathy 

(secretary@toowoombabridgeclub.com.au) or log into Pianola and use the Partner 

Finder – see below for more information. 

 

Here is some of the feedback from people who have been coming: 

 

Thanks for organising the game today, I really enjoyed it. 

 

Personally, I would love to see Tuesday morning become a strong 

regular playing session as you create such an enjoyable playing 

environment. I think it fills a gap that is missing in TBC. 

 

I really learned a lot today because we had time to talk about some of 

the boards after each round. 

 

Thank you to the regular players that are joining us. Unfortunately, we need the 

table numbers to improve to continue to offer this session. So please talk to your 

friends and give it a try. Reach out to me for more information. 

Thanks  

Kathy Duke 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Need a Partner? Try the Pianola Partner Finder 

 

TBC provides Pianola access to all members so you can find your results, see 

personal performance reports and analyse hands played. In addition, you can use 

Pianola to find a suitable partner for any session. Players can advertise for a game 

and control who sees the advert, meaning there'll be no awkward conversations       . 

 

To access the Partner finder, you need to log in to your Pianola account and then 

click on the Partner finder menu option to set your Preferences and place your 

Advert. 

 

Need help? Please email secretary@toowoombabridgeclub.com.au 

 

 

mailto:secretary@toowoombabridgeclub.com.au
mailto:secretary@toowoombabridgeclub.com.au
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Melbourne Cup – Special Event – Tuesday 4th November 

 

Whether you support the race or not, please join us for a game of Bridge and a free 

lunch. You do not need to stay for the race afterwards. Please register on MyABF if 

you want to come as we need to know numbers for catering.  
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Profile of Bernie Moffatt 

 
I grew up on a farm west of Millmerran where we eventually 

were given a school.  There were 16 students on the first day. 

I started in grade 5, there were 5 of us in grade 5. I rode a 

horse to school with my sisters.  Then it was off to boarding 

school for years 8,9 and 10, then back to the farm for a year. 

 

That is when the nomadic life starts. Cattle stations out of 

Normanton, Pubs in Brisbane, Building sites in Melbourne, 

Landscaping in Perth.  Sadly, my father died in a horse 

related accident in the early 80’s. I finally returned to the 

farm for a couple of years then I married this lovely lady who gave me two of the 

most wonderful people in the world.  The nomadic life did not stop. 

 

Meat works in Inverell, Landscaping in Coffs Harbour, Car Wrecking in 

Toowoomba and lastly fencing in Toowoomba for 25 years.  At 70 I decided that I 

had dug enough post holes for one lifetime, so I retired.  I play bridge to keep the 

mind active. I hope it works.  Recently I have started an outdoor cooking channel. 

WILBI’S OUTDOOR COOKING.  Check it out on YouTube.   Bernie 

Ed: Bernie plays mainly on Wednesday morning in the Restricted Session and also 

on Thursday nights.   If you see Bernie at the club, introduce yourself and please 

make him feel welcome.  

____________________________________________________________________      
NEW MEMBERS 2025 

from your Ed. Glenys Clift   

 

Prior to the ABF taking over the membership, I used to have a list of members with 

their contact information, so when I started doing profiles, it was fairly simple for 

me to contact people.   However, this year, I was told the club cannot give me details 

about new members, as the information belongs to the ABF.  So, I visited the class 

on Monday morning and handed out my contact details explaining that I would like 

to do a short profile of each person who has joined to introduce them to the 

members.  I also emphasized it was only what they were comfortable sharing about 

themselves.   

 

I must have done a terrible PR job, because not one person contacted me.   Then I 

tried Wednesday morning, asked for people’s telephone numbers and rang each 

person explaining about the profiles asking for their email addresses so I could send 

each an email explaining what it was about. Which I did.  That was over a month 

ago.   Well, I must have done another terrible PR job because initially nothing 

happened.   So, I was delighted to receive Bernie’s email and photo.  My email 

address is jgclift@bigpond.com and would love to hear from some of our new 

members - only what you want to share.  Cheers Glenys      

mailto:jgclift@bigpond.com
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Masterpoint Secretary’s Report 
 

In September, I processed results for 43 sections from 33 sessions yielding 138.60 green and 

25.82 red masterpoints. At the end of September, the ABF decided how many red 

masterpoint sessions we would be allocated for 2026. It is based on the number of green 

masterpoints we awarded in the period October-24 to September-25. It was a big September, 

so we just ticked over to 29 sessions for 2026 – down from the 30 in 2025 (because we have 

been playing slightly less bridge). 

 

There was a bit of red point give-and-take in the September masterpoints for our club. The 

club masterpoints were correct but the wrong file was loaded to the event organisers for the 

Australia’s Bridge Day out event from Tuesday 23rd September. This was corrected in early 

October.  It’s time for another race review ….. “highest masterpoint earners” for the year as 

at 30 September 2025. 

 

 NAME RANK TOTAL 2025 MPs 

1 Zeller, Elizabeth Grand 1,664.04 88.49 261 

2 Hartwig, Denise Grand 1,096.88 87.34 270 

3 Snook, Chris Grand 1,382.55 71.91 384 

4 Wood, Jim Grand 1,353.07 68.03 425 

5 Duke, Kathy Bronze 

National 

294.41 67.78 430 

6 Mladen, Joan Life 432.79 67.28 438 

7 De Zoysa, Hema Bronze 

Life 

427.80 54.48 663 

8 Pigdon, Julie Bronze 

State 

148.00 54.30 672 

9 DeZoysa, Shanaal Bronze 

Life 

410.11 45.95 0 

10 Simpson, Mavis Bronze 

Life 

479.39 44.57 93 

 

Master Rank Promotions for September 

 

John Churchett Promoted to Gold Life master with 750 points, at least 450 red/gold 

and at least 75 gold 

Hema De Zoysa Promoted to Bronze Life master with 400 points, at least 240 

red/gold and at least 40 gold 

Shanaal De 

Zoysa 

Promoted to Bronze Life master with 400 points, at least 240 

red/gold and at least 40 gold 

Paul Matthews Promoted to National master with 150 masterpoints, and at least 75 

red/gold 

Cynthia Palmer Promoted to Silver Local master with 25 masterpoints 

Jenni Darlington Promoted to Club master with 25 masterpoints 

Inge Ganzel Promoted to Bronze Local master with 5 masterpoints 

Alan Trueman Promoted to Graduate master with 2 masterpoints 

Congratulations to all promotees.    Cheers  Chris 
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Loyalty 
 

I am probably touching a nerve in saying this (but only a bit). I want to talk about the many 

facets of “loyalty” in the bridge world. 

 

Loyalty to Partner 

This is the most significant one. There is an expected loyalty to our regular playing partner.  

• Occasionally they are mirror images of us – in bidding and play standard, in 

temperament, in their preference of the sessions and events that they like to play in; 

and sometimes not.  

• The mirror image scenario is rare, but a bit of compromise on both sides works 

wonders and we see many partnerships endure for years, at the table and as friends.  

• Often, they start when the two of you emerge from lessons together, sometimes when 

an experienced player adopts a novice, sometimes your regular partner might leave 

Toowoomba and you “go shopping” for a new partner. 

• It gets sad when one partner might be (bridge) fading a bit. Many partnerships 

continue but some eventually go their separate ways. It requires great tact when this 

occurs. 

 

Loyalty to the System    

• It is best that you work on a basic system (typically the one you were taught). I have 

seen a number of partnerships strained because one person  is faithful to the system 

whereas the other wants to adopt something new every time someone else says they 

got a good score because we do XXX. 

   

Loyalty to your club   

• In a small town it is not too much of an issue, and in Toowoomba there are two clubs 

that are closely aligned and many people members of both clubs. In other towns/cities 

this is not the case. 

• Some people just jump from club to club chasing the shiny red and gold masterpoints 

and this is tough on a club’s regular members. Some people never play at club XYZ 

but then grumble that XYZ never supports our congresses.  I admit this is mainly 

from some clubs in the southern states, but it does happen. 

 

Loyalty to  a session   

• Back to the Toowoomba club and referring to Tuesday daytime, Tuesday night, 

Thursday night and Friday afternoon – these are small sessions and they suffer if 

someone is away then their regular partner just doesn’t play. If would help all our 

friends and keep these sessions viable if we went out and found someone new to play 

to “keep the numbers up”. If you need help with finding a fill-in partner you can 

approach Kathy for Tuesdays, Denise for Tuesday nights, Chris for Thursday nights 

and Ian or John for Friday afternoons. 

 

Just more musing from me. 

 

Cheers Chris 
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Winners are Grinners 
 

The “Monthly Winners” are recognised as the “individual” winner of eclectic multi-

session events. These events combine of all the green masterpoint sessions in a month 

that have not already counted toward a competition. If there are three available 

sessions then your best two scores are counted (shows as 2/3), if there are four 

available sessions then your best three scores are counted (3/4) and if there are five 

available sessions then your best four scores might be counted (4/5). If there are two 

available sessions, then they are treated as an eclectic event (best 2/2). If there are five 

days in the month, then we usually combine two of these (see the bridge diary) as a 

“Two-Weekly” and additional masterpoints are awarded to the top half of those 

whose partnerships played both days. The remaining three days are scored as an 

eclectic with (2/3). 

 

 

September Monthly Winners 

 

            Monday PM Open                  Henry Eastment & Glenys Clift 

            Monday PM Novice                  Judy King & Marlie Walker 

           Wednesday AM Restricted          Dale Burey 

           Wednesday PM Open                 David Edwards & Ngaire Wills 

           Wednesday PM Novice                Debra Coward 

           Thursday Night                             Andrew Mollison 

           Friday Morning                            Beverley McCasker & Ross McCasker 

           Friday PM                             Mohan Trada 

 

On the Congress Scene 

 

Toowoomba Walk-in Pairs 

1st NS  Laurie-Marie McRoberts – Kathy Duke 

 

Toowoomba Matchpoint Pairs 

B 1st John Churchett – Trevor Henderson (highest placed Toowoomba pair) 

 

Toowoomba Swiss Teams 

B 2nd Ngaire Wills – Eileen Josey – John Churchett – Trevor Henderson (6th 

overall) 

C 1st  David Edwards – Carol Edwards – Gwendoline Francis – Diana 

Drummond 

 

Queensland Open Teams 

B 1st  Chris Snook – Denise Hartwig – Hema De Zoysa – Shanaal De Zoysa 

   (Highest placed regional/country team and 8th overall) 

 

Well done everyone!  Cheers  Chris 
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TOOWOOMBA BRIDGE CLUB 

  KINGS BIRTHDAY SWISS PAIRS AND TEAMS CONGRESS  

3-6 OCTOBER 2025 

 
CONVENOR REPORT 

   

Entries opened in late July and those for the Pairs and Teams events were 

filled within two weeks.  A full complement of 60 Pairs and 30 Teams were 

maintained to play in the Congress. During the period leading up to the event, 

I received several phone calls from players asking could they be put on 

waiting lists in both the pairs and teams events.  Vacancies were quickly filled 

when pairs or teams withdrew by those on stand-by. Two away players, 

independently, had contacted me to say that they would be in Toowoomba 

over the weekend and were available to play if I needed a player at short 

notice. Both were able to play, one in the Pairs and the other in the Teams 

after illness two days before the Congress had forced the withdrawal of two 

players: one in the Pairs, and one in the Teams.   It also meant that the stand-

by home club pairs and team members were still available for any last-minute 

cancellations.  Thank you to these stand-by players for making yourselves 

available for a last-minute call to play.  

 

19 clubs were represented in the 3 events –Ballina, Caboolture, Dalby, Darling 

Downs, Dubbo, Gold Coast, Ipswich, Kenmore, Lennox Head, Maryborough, 

Moreton-Bribie, Noosa, QCBC, Sunnybank, Sunshine Coast, Toowong, 

Toowoomba, Tweed, and Warwick. 

 

Thanks to all members who helped at the working bee on the Thursday 

preceding the Congress, and to all who assisted with setting up the room after 

the Walk-In Pairs on Friday afternoon, and after play on Saturday, Sunday and 

Monday. The gardens were looking wonderful, and the floral arrangements 

put together from the garden drew a lot of favourable comments from our 

visitors.   

 

Our members very generously supplied an ample amount of home baked 

cakes, slices and savoury items which were used during the 3 days.  

Nonplaying members also gave generously of their time to assist with many 

tasks during the weekend – helping in the kitchen, caddying, parking, selling 

raffle tickets, photography and so on.  Special thanks to Deb Archer and 

Michele Alroe and their team of helpers for all the work in the kitchen.  

Sandwich and wrap lunches were delicious and were supplied by Northland 

Bakery and Subway (Saturday) and Etiquette (Sunday and Monday) – caterers 

the club had used in 2024. 

 

The raffle was well supported and $985 was taken in ticket sales.  
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The Congress ran very smoothly under the direction of Chris Snook.  Many 

favourable comments were made by our visitors on the hospitality and 

friendliness shown by all at the club. Thanks to all who contributed to the 

team effort in making this another successful Congress.   Ngaire Wills 
 

Winners were:   PAIRS : OPEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st: Bill Powell and Marjorie Askew, and winners of the Club Championship Shield. 

 

2nd Patrick Bugler and Tim Runting                                 3rd Sue O’Brien and Paul Collins 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

    

 

PLATE 1st:Trevor Henderson and John Churchett; - also the highest placed Toowoomba Pair. 
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PLATE 2nd Gillian Mason and Ann McGhee; - also the winners of the Nancy Penfold Trophy 

  as the highest placed Women’s Pair. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSOLATION  1st: Anna Jadach and Prunella Adams   2nd Jill Dunning and Sue Ziegenfuss 

 

TEAMS RESULTS -  HILEY McCUTHCHEN SHIELD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A GRADE 1ST Patrick Bugler, Tim Runting, Nikolas Moore Larry Moses 
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2nd Tony Hutton Kim Morrrison, Rachel Langdon                3rd Winton Guymer, Bill Powell      

                            & Neville Francis                                          Marjorie Askew & Paul Smith 

PLATE 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st: Jill Dunning, Sue Ziegenfuss,          2nd Eileen Josey, John Churchett 

Margaret Giebels, Mick Fawcett           Trevor Henderson, Ngaire Wills 

 

CONSOLATION 

 

 

 ,  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Gwen Francis, Diana Drummond,                 2nd Vicki Ivosevac, Jennifer McDowell,                                

Carol Edwards, David Edwards              Kay Pearson, Ken Jones. 

 

WALK-IN PAIRS 

NS: Laurie-Marie McRoberts and Kathy Duke 

EW: Deb McLay and Ian Michelson 
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TOOWOOMBA BRIDGE CLUB  KINGS BIRTHDAY PAIRS CONGRESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             

 

 

       

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congress Convenor – Ngaire Wills        Congress Director – Chris Snook 

 

Robin Bell Anna Michaels  Deb Archer                   Bernie Wills  Ken Orange 

Deb Archer Michele Alroe Marie Steger                     Ann Hall     Andrew Mollison                                       

Bernie Wills  Ken Orange 

David Roberts, Deb Archer  Don Adsett                Ngaire Wills  Desley Hanrahan 



Toowoomba Bridge Club October 2025 Newsletter Page  19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session Rules Reminder 

• Players should be seated 15 minutes prior to the start of play 

for a session. 

• The Director makes the final decision on seating 

arrangements and on playing arrangements in the room (e.g. 

windows, air-conditioning). 

• Only green and blue systems are permitted in club events. 

• System cards are compulsory for competitions and red 

master point events and strongly recommended for all other 

sessions. 

• NS are primarily responsible for the playing conditions at the 

table (bridgemates, management of boards and moving them 

if instructed to do so by the Director). 

• EW are primarily responsible for tidy up and leaving the 

table in a good condition ready for the next session. 

• All players should offer to help with general room clean-up 

to assist the Director. 

• No notices are permitted on the noticeboards unless approval 

is given from the Management Committee. 

• No trading is permitted on the club premises unless written 

permission is given via the Management Committee. 

• Smoking is only permitted in the Designated Smoking Area 

or in the parklands off the premises. 
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